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revenue is the basis of political sovereignty — the author is able to 
present a very strong, if not absolutely convincing, argument. The 
greatest weakness of the reasoning lies in the difficulty of distin- 
guishing between an economic and a military advantage. For exam- 
ple, did the robber barons rise to power because their castles were 
strong from a military standpoint, or because they were advanta- 
geously located from an economic standpoint ? It will at once appear 
that there is little difference between the two ideas. Again, when the 
invention of modern missile weapons compelled a revolution in mili- 
tary organization and tactics, did political sovereignty pass from the 
nobles to the commons because the commons were then the source 
of military strength, or was it because the rise of standing armies 
made the government dependent upon the wealth-producing classes 
for revenues to support the armies. On the whole, it would look as 
though an ingenious writer might make a very strong argument in 
favor of the counter thesis, that military power is the basis of politi- 
cal sovereignty. T N Carver 

Oberlin College. 

Urgeschichte des Ackerbaues und der Viehzucht. Dr. Joh. 
Richard Mucke. Greifswald, Julius Abel, 1898. — xxiv, 404 pp. 

The chief value of this book lies in the introduction, in which 
the author makes an able plea for the application of the statistical 
method to prehistoric problems. We should not proceed, he says, 
on the presumption that order was evolved out of original disorder, 
but should rather regard social development as a whole and seek to 
discover the principle of continuity. Ethnologists have contented 
themselves with collecting accounts of primitive people. These have 
been used to support various a priori theories of the origin and evo- 
lution of institutions, no two of which are in accord. Premising 
uniformity and continuity, the facts of primitive life should be taken 
as typical examples of the evolutional order, and classified and 
arranged by the statistical method. Instead of subjective opinion, 
we should then have objective knowledge of the relations existing 
among the phenomena of social growth. 

Passing over to the origin of agriculture and herding, Dr. Mucke 
rightly opposes the older view that hunting, agriculture and herding 
constitute steps in the evolutional process. With Westermarck and 
Starcke, he emphasizes the importance of place, rather than time, in 
determining the development. Agriculture originated in lowlands, 
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pastoral life in uplands. There were, thus, originally two forms of 
social organization : that of the sedentary agricultural people, the 
Arier, who settled in long villages, and that of wandering pastoral 
people, the Genneten, who camped in round settlements. Originally 
opposed, these two social elements were ultimately combined, whence 
arose civilization, as we know it historically. This is strictly in accord 
with the modern view. Hence, though Dr. Mucke's book contains no 
" new theory," it nevertheless throws new light upon this interesting 
subject of social origins. Lindley M. Keasbey. 

Bryn Mawr College. 

The Origin and Growth of Village Communities in India. By 
B. H. Baden-Powell, M.A., CLE. London, Swan, Sonnenschein 
& Co.; New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. — vi, 155 pp. 

This book will become the accepted authority for such notions as 
the general student and reader may wish to acquire regarding the 
village community in India. It aims " to explain, in the compass of 
a few pages, and as untechnically as possible, the nature and origin 
of Indian village communities " — and, it may be added, to set right 
those people who have been led astray by the writings of Sir Henry 
Maine. This is what Mr. Baden- Powell's larger book on this sub- 
ject also aspired to do ; but it defeated its purpose by enwrapping 
the reader in such multiplicity of technical details, in so many repe- 
titions and in so much hazardous theorizing, that probably few read- 
ers were courageous enough to finish it. So solid, however, were 
its merits, and so deserving of wider currency were the conclusions 
presented, that a brief, compact and logical statement of the essen- 
tials for popular and class-room use was recognized by all as a great 
desideratum. To Professor Ashley are we indebted for the sugges- 
tion that directly led to the writing of the shorter book. 

Mr. Baden-Powell has concentrated his entire attention upon those 
aspects of the subject which all students of the history of early institu- 
tions ought to know : the varieties of the villages, their character, 
their environment, the races who founded or transformed them, and 
the ideas which their inhabitants seem to have had regarding their 
own relation to the land and the state. He has also devoted a 
chapter to the sources of information, with the definite purpose 
of noting the character of the evidence accessible to Sir Henry 
Maine. The result is eminently satisfactory. The two types of 
villages, the raiyatwdri, or "severalty village," and the "joint vil- 



